X      THE GREAT ERROR OF HIS GABBER    221

The death of the emperor in 1740 was the signal for
an immense outbreak of perfidy and rapine. Powers
that had solemnly guaranteed the succession of his
daughter to the hereditary dominions of her house, one
'after another poured troops into her provinces, and set
about tho dismemberment of Austria. Walpole urged a
pacification between Maria Theresa and Frederick of
Prussia, as tho first stop towards a union of Germany
against tho designs of France. But his counsels no
longer commanded attention either at home or abroad,
and in the groat changes wrought by Frederick on the
European stage, ho did not survive to play a part.
When Walpole fell, as Banke truly says, " it was not the
fall of an ordinary minister, but the fall of the political
system based upon the first union of the house of Hano-
ver with tho Eogont of France, It was a return to the
policy then abandoned of war against France and the
Bourbon interest in Europe, and that at a moment when
those once more had tho upper hand both by land and
sea." * Ho had brought the parliamentary constitution
safely through its perils, though it was destined to new
perils at a later epoch from the vigorous and obstinate
reaction under George 111; and the close of the consti-
tutional movement at home left the way open fox Pitt to
conduct new enterprises abroad.

1 Jiauko'H History <tf England, v. d05., was like Mr, Pitt's abandon"
